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Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose

There are challenges in sports that target
cultural and social values and cannot be
easily ignored. This issue encompasses the
fading of moral virtues and the rise of social
harms among the entire large sports
community, which includes athletes, coaches,
referees, spectators, the mass media, and club
managers. Considering the above, it can be
said that identifying organizational virtue and
its factors among athletes can have a
significant impact on the field of professional
sports in the country (football). By

identifying these factors, it can be shown
whether these factors are effective in
reducing social harms and  whether
organizational virtue and moral virtues can be
disseminated as a way to improve the social
capital of professional sports in the country.
Therefore, the purpose of the present study
was to identify and rank the factors effective
in organizational virtue with the aim of
reducing social harms in professional football
teams in the country.
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Materials and Methods

The present study is an exploratory study in
terms of its purpose, and is applied and mixed
(qualitative-quantitative) in  nature. The
statistical population of the qualitative part
consisted of sports instructors and cultural-
social deputies of sports clubs and the
football federation. Participants were selected
purposively (22 people) and conveniently,
and their opinions were sought. When
theoretical saturation was reached, the
interviews were terminated. The statistical
population of the quantitative part included 6
Premier League clubs (Foulad, Persepolis,
Esteghlal, Zob Ahan, Sepahan, and Tractor),
and the Cochran formula was used to
determine the sample size. The quantitative
data collection tool was a researcher-made
organizational virtue questionnaire extracted
from the qualitative part (including 4
dimensions of individual-behavioral factors,
contextual/environmental factors,
organizational factors, and managerial-
leadership factors and 82 items). Also, a
researcher-made questionnaire on reducing
social harms including 10 items was used in
this study. The questionnaires were designed
based on a five-point Likert scale, from
strongly disagree (1) to strongly agree (5). To
ensure the validity of the questionnaires, face,
content, and construct validity were used.
Cronbach's alpha value for the organizational
virtue questionnaire was 0.70, and for sports
citizenship behavior was 0.81. In this study,
Smart PLS 3 and SPSS v20 software were
used.

Findings

The results of the analysis and
interpretation of the expert interviews
showed that the factors affecting
organizational virtue in the country's
professional sports teams include four
dimensions (individual-behavioral

factors, contextual/environmental factors,
organizational factors, and managerial-
leadership  factors), 13 components
(ethical and psychological virtues,
organizational-sports citizenship
behavior/psychological capital, media,
role  models/peers, family  system,
supervisory  leaders,  organizational
justice, education, organizational culture,
organizational structure, transformational
leadership, and participatory
management), and 82 items. In Table 4,
the main factors of organizational virtue
are ranked based on the average rank
obtained. The average rank for each of
the variables identified by the experts is
specified, and the component with the
highest average rank is assigned the first
priority. According to the table and chart
below, organizational factors with an
average rank of 3.71 have the first
priority, individual-behavioral factors
with an average rank of 3.44 have the
second priority, contextual/environmental
factors with an average rank of 2.93 have
the third priority, and managerial-
leadership factors with an average rank of
1.98 have the last priority. Therefore,
considering the path coefficient between
organizational virtue factors affecting the
attitude towards social harms, it is equal
to -0.546, which is a negative value. The
absolute value of the t-statistic (t) is equal
to 2.704, which is greater than 1.96.
Therefore, with 95% confidence, it can be
concluded that this path coefficient is
significant at the 0.05 error level, and the
existence of a significant and inverse
(negative) relationship between factors
affecting organizational virtue and social
harms is confirmed, and it can be said that
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factors affecting organizational virtue are
effective in reducing social harms.

Conclusion

In general, it should be stated that in order to
promote organizational virtue in professional
football athletes in the country, sports
organizations must first play their role in
raising moral virtues among athletes and
provide the necessary training to coaches and
athletes. In this regard, in addition to building
a strong culture through the media, senior
sports managers must have the necessary
supervision and sensitivity in this regard.
Next, individual factors of athletes must be
considered, and honesty, empathy,
selflessness, heroic character, and tolerance
of hardships must be part of the rules for
them and institutionalized in them. In general,
it can be said that the existence of a model of
organizational virtue and moral management,
provided that it is derived from the national
culture and the rich culture prevailing in the
country's sports, and is also implemented by
observing the stated priorities, can be
effective in institutionalizing moral values
and virtues and prevent the consequences of
social harms in sports and the lack of
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observance of ethical principles in the
country's professional football. Based on the
results of the present study, it can be stated
that the country's professional sports officials
and managers in the country's football
federation and clubs can, according to the
results of the present study, apply
organizational virtue factors in various ways,
such as social skills meetings and workshops,
developing moral virtues, and developing the
identity status of athletes in football teams. In
addition to promoting and developing moral
and behavioral virtues in athletes, they can
indirectly take steps to reduce social harms
and be able to guide professional football at a
high moral and behavioral level and reduce
and combat social harms.

Key Words: Organizational Virtue, Social
Harms, Football League.
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Table 9- Investigating the significance of the path to test the effective factors of the organizational
virtue approach on attitudes towards social harms
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